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South413 S. Main • Cleburne, Texas

817-558-4533

Chris Arrington (Manager) •   Shorty Rice

1736 North Main Street • 817-558-4466
PRE-OWNED SUPER-CENTER

Other Services Available

Largest Selection of 
Quality Pre-owned Vehicles 

in the Area!
$$$

Financin
g

Available
*BEST RATE

S
IN YEARS

Discount & Clearance Center

• Truck Accessories • Quick Lube • Car Audio & Security

• Full Service Department • Line-X Spray in Bed Liner

• Fleet Services • 24 Hr Wrecker  817-915-9349

If You’re Looking For Work...

We Could Be Looking For You!

Good Companies looking for Good Employees!

Always accepting applications for:

Production 
and

Assembly Position

558-0248             504 N. Ridgeway, Ste B

VEHICLES

Layland Museum to host The Car Guys
SPECIAL TO THE TIMES-REVIEW

A red light blinks on; your car
splutters to a stop; you turn the key
and nothing happens. Who you
gonna call? The Car Guys.

The Layland Museum will bring
The Car Guys right into the heart of
Springfest on Saturday. They will
answer any and all questions about
cars at Mill Street Coffee House by
Market Square from 2-3 p.m. The
event is free.

Because the automobile is a
necessity to go anywhere in Texas,
and even seems like an extension of
our identities, it is important to know
how to keep your vehicle running
along the road of life. The Car Guys
are two Cleburne natives and long-
time mechanics — Jerry Meek of

Meek Garage and John Long of John
Long Sr.’s Auto Service.

Meek grew up in his father’s
mechanics shop. Grady Meek, in the
business for 50 years, comes into his
son’s shop to work on carburetors.
He started Jerry working on a lawn-
mower, then a go-cart and then a car.
The advice he gave his son stays with
him today: “Always do the right
thing. It doesn’t cost anything to say
thank you.” 

Whenever people cheated him, he
always said they must need the
money more.

Jerry Meek learned some of the
trade through industrial crafts and
trades at Cleburne High School and
went right to work after his 1976
graduation. Cars were more people-
friendly then, and the shop was a

gathering place for friends and con-
versation, as it is today. He said he
likes people as much as working as a
mechanic.

About 1980 cars became comput-
erized, and they continued to change
every year, so garage equipment
must be updated. Today diagnosing
car trouble is the biggest part of the
business. Because so many cars are
on the road with fewer mechanics
today, people often have to wait a
week or so for cars to be repaired.
Meek believes the future may be in
the electric car, which can be charged
from its gasoline engine and get 99
miles per gallon. He said even a reg-
ular car can last 300,000 miles with
proper care.

Unfortunately, many people do
not bring their cars in until a whole

shopping list of things is wrong. The
No. 1 problem is neglect, he said.
Both he and friend John Long say
their No. 1 tip is to maintain the
vehicle properly from day one. Other
tips are to read the owner’s manual,

don’t buy gas when the tanker truck
is there, and be more conscious of
driving out of necessity. 

Long learned his trade by work-
ing in other shops from 1981 until he
opened his own. He said the biggest

John Long Sr.,
owner of John's
Auto Service, is
one of The Car
Guys.
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