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For most women, shopping is an enjoyable outing that
includes lunch, new clothes, and talking with friends.

However, shopping tends to become more of a chore when

a wedding gown is the desired item. This is no surprise, as
your wedding gown will be immortalized in photos and in
your groom’s memory. It helps to organize your thoughts
about the process.

The first step is to narrow down
the styles of dresses that you
find attractive, keeping in
mind your body type and the
"mood” of your wedding. ..

The first step is to narrow down the styles of dresses
that you find attractive, keeping in mind your body type
and the “mood” of your wedding. Invest in several bridal
magazines, pick a comfy spot, and browse through them
all — marking pictures of dresses that you love. Take these
photos with you as you shop; they will give the gown
consultant an idea of what you would like to try.

A vital part of choosing the right dress is taking the
right shopping partner. Do not feel obligated to invite all
your bridesmaids, mother, or sisters. Take 1-2 people who
you trust to give an honest opinion and who will not argue
with you about the style you love the most. You will know
your dress when you see it, and you don’t need someone
to tell you that you shouldn’t pick it. If someone’s feelings
will be hurt because they were not invited, invite them to
the first fitting. They will get to “ooh and aah” with you,
and perhaps help pick out accessories. This ensures that
they are part of the process - but they do not get a say in
the choice of the dress.

Once you are in the boutique, try on a dozen different
styles that you like. You never know what dress will look
magnificent on you! Remember to check your range of
movement in the gown. Can you hug someone? Can you
dance? Can you even sit down?! All of these will become
VERY important at the actual wedding, and you do not
want to be distracted by an ill-fitting gown. Let Prince
Charming be your distraction.

Most importantly - pick the dress you love. If you find
the perfect one, buy it! Don’t shop four more times; wast-
ing valuable planning time and stressing for no reason.

—Just like your groom, your dress was created just for
you and you will know it when you see it!
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ReGISTER FORIAFREE

NUGGET TRAY AT OUR BOOTH DURING THE SHOW.

Call us for all of
Jyour catering
neeas.

600 E. Hall of Fame e Stillwater
405-742-2111 « www.chick-fil-a.com

Christi Gu”eu

Custom Floral Desugner

Mention this ad & receive
25% off your Bridal Bouquet!

“Beautiful Flowers at a Beautiful Price”

Contact Christi for a Free Event Consultation
(405) 714-1328

christigulley @yahoo.com | www.christigulleyfloral.com

315 N. Husband
Stillwater, OK 74074
405-372-2878

=

CIMARRON
AL & Sacils

Cimarron Hotel & Suites is the perfect location
for bridal parties, showers, luncheons, and
receptions. Our luxurious boutz’que property

will make your day special.

www.cimarronhotelandsuites.com
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Bring Your
Honeymoon Home

Lynn Elsberry
Independant Comfort Consultant

405-372-1204
918-231-6031

lelsherry@aol.com
www.lynnelsberry.privatequarters.com
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Once the wedding is over
and pictures are taken it’s time
to celebrate the day’s event.
Receptions have many vari-
ables and special planning will
be required to ensure yours is
one to remember.

Receptions can be anything
from a small get-together with
cake and punch, to a full sit-
down dinner for 200 people.
The first thing to consider is
a venue, but that might not
be possible without an idea of
how many people will attend.

Facilities such as Medita-
tions and White Barn Estates
will be on hand at the Stillwa-
ter Bridal Showcase to assist
you with planning, as well as
Walnut Creek Chapel in Ed-
mond. Some include complete
packages for ceremonies, re-
ceptions and catering, while
others may only offer one
component.

If the facility you choose
cannot provide catering for
you, no need to fret. There
will be a number of local ca-
terers on hand to assist you.

Like most wedding ser-
vices, booking should be done
well in advance. It is impor-
tant to be flexible when book-
ing a reception facility. Dates
during popular times of the
year go quickly and the same
goes for catering. Booking six
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by JON KOCAN

months ahead of time may be
adequate, but more time may
also be needed. A deposit will
also be required to secure a
date.

Don’t forget to ask when
you will be able to decorate
the facility, and if there are any
rules for decorating and when
decorations must be removed.
Also ask about parking.

All must be done before
you can set your special day
in stone. If you don’t want to
deal with the hassle of plan-
ning, wedding planners will
also be on hand at the Stillwa-
ter Bridal Showcase to offer
their services.

Don’t forget the music at
your reception. There will be
the first dance and many more
to follow, and having a pro-
fessional DJ will ensure your
reception is a party to remem-
ber.

Just as with the ceremony,
you will have to work with
vendors to ensure everything
runs smoothly.

Asking friends about their
experiences is a great place
to start. They will be able to
provide references about a
vendor’s work. They will also
be able to help steer you away
from potential problems.

hmpered Chef”

www.pamperedchef.biz/shay.osborne

SHAY OSBORNE
(405) 742-7732

Independent Consultant/Representative

SILPADA
§2>bESfGNS@

www.mysilpada.com/shay.osborne

"Receptions can be anything from
a small gettogether with cake and
punch, to a full sirdown dinner for

200 people.”

Your We&ding Dag...
CaPturcd

WILLIS FHOTOGRAFHY

405-74%-0567

wi”isplﬂotograPhq@gmai!.com

www.wi”isp]’\otograrphy .Photostockp]us.com

BLACK VELVET
\_/

Bridal, Bridesmaid, Tuxedos
and full service wedding and
reception planning and decor.

Mary Kay®

CAROLYN SIMON

Independent Beauty Consultant

4201 Driftwood Drive
Enid, OK 73703
: (580) 234-0132
. (580) 541-1756 Cellular
www.marykay.com/c_simon
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garter for youl

Custom-Made Garters
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by JULIA STUBBLEFIELD

9-12 months in advance:

* Announce your engagement!

* Send your engagement information and photo to
the newspaper. If you and your fiancé are from different
towns, you may want to send your announcements to each
town’s local paper.

* Plan the ultimate engagement party. This is not
required, but is definitely fun!

e Start thinking about what kind of wedding you
want to have. This is the time to set your budget, with
these considerations in mind.

* Select a few possible wedding dates and times.
Consult important guests, your officiant, and your desired
location before finalizing.

e Interview caterers. Work on the menu and pricing.
Make deposit and sign a contract binding them to your
day.

* Book your reception site.

* Choose your bridesmaids and groomsmen.

Brides:

* Look at pictures of gowns and choose some styles
you like. Make an appointment at a bridal shop to try them
on.

¢ Audition a band, DJ, or other musicians.

* Make appointments with florists to select flowers and
candles.

e Start pricing and interviewing photographers and
videographers. Many have their portfolios online, or on a
CD.

* Choose your gown and headpiece, and make a de-
posit. ORDER EARLY to allow plenty of time for fittings
and alterations.

* Get passports for your honeymoon, if necessary.

Your prem|er source for elegant Weddings and Celebrations

Timettne

6-8 months in advance:

e Order your invitations and announcements.

e Throw your engagement party.

* Make honeymoon arrangements, especially flights.

e Start looking for wedding cake bakers. Visit shops
and taste many different kinds.

* Choose a photographer and/or videographer. Select
a package, sign the contract, and make a deposit.

Brides:

* Discuss bridesmaid dresses with your girls and start
shopping. Ask your bridal shop how much time they need,
and have your bridesmaids order as early as they can.

Remember to leave time for fittings and alterations.

DO NOT order a dress for weight that will be lost-this
virtually guarantees that the dress will be too small on the
big day. Dresses can always be taken in at the last minute.

e Start looking at hairstyles. (Your headpiece will help
determine your ‘do.)

* Send your florist a deposit as soon as you’ve made
your flower choices.

* Make lists of duties for the maid of honor and best
man.

* Register for gifts.

* Reserve hotel rooms for out-of-town guests. Send
them an information packet about the hotel, the town, and
fun things to do in the area.

* Send your save-the-dates.

* Choose a baker, and make a deposit on your wedding
cake.

* Give your wedding musicians a deposit.

e Start planning your rehearsal dinner with the host(s).

¢ Consider purchasing wedding insurance.

WEDDING TIMELINE CONT’D on Page 22
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“DO NOT order a dress for weight that will be lost-

this virtually guarantees that the dress will be foo

small on the big day. Dresses can always be taken
in at the last minute.”
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ROYAL PRESTIGE
Heart of America

Cookware ¢ China e Crystal

“When only the very finest
is good enough.”

WWW, rpofkc com

Pho ogr
4052696344

www.tonysdesignonline.com

EE'

WHITE DOVE RELEASES

LET US BE PART OF YOUR
BLESSED OCCASION

*{;%5/

RANDY RITTHALER 580-336-5066 ~ PATTY RITTHALER 405-410-7141

Let Stillwater’s Three Amigos take care of you!

“HoT - WILD

372-1169 372-8896

mexicojoes.com  joseppis.com eskimojoes.com
Road Crew DJ Service 533-ROCK

Karaoke and Traditional DJ Services

624-8037

FREE FITNESS SESSION

This gift certificate is good for one
FREE SESSION. Your session includes:

* Fitness Assessment
» Cardio Analysis
» Goal Setting

Calltoday and ask for Bo Smith

405-372-2255

Offer limited to one per customer + new customers only please * expires 8-31-09

{INEES TN
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WEDDING TIMELINE CONT’D from Page 21

4-5 months in advance:

Grooms:

*Choose wedding attire for your groomsmen and
yourself. Decide whether to buy or rent.

* Reserve any rental equipment not provided by the
caterer.

* Make reservations for your rehearsal dinner.

* Choose readings for your ceremony. If you’re writ-
ing your own vows, this is the time to do so.

* Reserve wedding-day transportation for you, your
wedding party, and any guests that will need it.

* Reserve a hotel room for your wedding night.

2-3 months in advance:

* Mail your invitations. (Get special stamps from the
post office.)

* Sit down with your officiant and discuss the cer-
emony.

Brides:
* Purchase your accessories and undergarments.
* Choose accessories for your bridesmaids. Either pur-
chase them or let them know how and where to get them.
* Give your maid of honor the guest list for your
shower.

* Begin gown fittings and alterations.

e Schedule hair and makeup appointments for your
portraits and for the wedding day.

* Schedule wedding-day hair appointments for your
bridesmaids.

e Schedule manicures and pedicures for yourself and
your bridesmaids.

*Purchase bridesmaids’ gifts.

* Plan a luncheon for your bridesmaids.

Grooms:

* Buy or rent your tux. Give your groomsmen all the
information they need to order theirs.

* Purchase your accessories: shoes, cufflinks, pocket
squares, and anything else you need to complete your
outfit.

* Buy gifts for your groomsmen.

* Buy your wedding bands and get them engraved.

* Make or purchase favors.

* Haircuts & Styles
 Highlights & Coloring

* Waxing

© Manicures & Pedicures

® Massage

o Free Makeovers & More
* Your one stop for all your

bridal beauty needs
MERLE NORMAN

§ A

p- | . W ke

ONE C:UT B ) CCSMETICS
L 211 eAsignceLROY /BRIBFORD pLazA 377-0855

e Pick up your invitations or have them delivered.

* Discuss showers and pre-wedding parties with your
maid of honor and best man.

* Make an appointment with your photographer to
have portraits taken.

I month in advance:

* Print ceremony programs.

* Finalize music.

» Wrap gifts for the wedding party and write each at-
tendant a personal note.

Brides:

e Pick up your gown. Make sure it has been steamed.

Grooms:

e Pick up your tux. Try it on and get alterations if nec-
essary.

e Start preparing your toasts to thank friends and fam-
ily.

e Pick up wedding rings from the engraver. Be sure to
check the inscriptions before leaving the store.

* Take wedding portraits.

* Give the caterer and baker a final head count. Call
guests who haven’t RSVP-ed, if necessary.

* Confirm details with your florist.

1-2 weeks in advance:

* Get your wedding license. This in timely-in Oklaho-
ma, you must be married within one week of getting your
license or it is no good!

Brides:
¢ Pick up your veil and/or headpiece. Make sure the
veil has been steamed.

Grooms:

¢ Get your final pre-wedding haircut.

* Finalize toasts.

* Make a final check-in with all your vendors.

* Confirm out-of-town guests’ hotel accommodations.

e Confirm your list of must-have photos with your
photographer.

* Make all final arrangements with your officiant.

?jkm'/(r Mt gw;';if;(/}/('(/
WEDDING INVITATIONS

UNLIMITED CREATIVITY * TOTALLY UNIQUE
BECAUSE YOU'RE NOT A FILL-IN-THE-BLANK
KIND OF BRIDE.

ENVELOPMENTS

by White Peacock Productions

WWW.ENVELOPMENTSBYWPP.COM

The day before:
Brides:

* Give announcements to your bridesmaids to be
mailed on the wedding day.

* Gather everything you will need for the following
day.

* Get a manicure and pedicure.

* Hold the rehearsal ceremony and dinner. Thank your
attendants and parents with gifts.

* Get a good night’s sleep.

On your wedding day:

* Allow plenty of time for hair, makeup, dressing, and
pre-ceremony photographs.

* Set aside time for a private moment as a couple right
after the ceremony. Kiss, hug, and relish in your marriage.

* You are about to embark on the adventure of a life-
time.

* Relax, take a deep breath, and enjoy yourself!

t Wledstations

M}ering &
Banquet Facility
Let Us Make Sure
Its Your “Perfect” Day!

Drew Williamson, Head Chef
Constance Williamson, Banguet Coordinator

1205 North Country Club Road » Stillwater, OK 74075
(405) 377-7771

info@meditationscatering.com

QKEHOTOS.com
L965LLESOP



Weddings are beautiful, joyous occasions and should
be celebrated with frills, lace, and lots of satin! This
emphasis on beauty confounds some wedding guests on
how to dress, so I have developed a set of rules to dress
by. Use these and you will never be the inappropriately
dressed guest.

Rule One: Dress in line with the time of the wed-
ding.

Afternoon and morning weddings call for tea-length
dresses and light colored suits made of fabrics such as
cotton or linen. Simple floral patterns and fun details
(bows, polka dots, or ribbon) are perfect ways to be
unique. Fabrics like satin or lace, and colors like black,
silver, and gold are inappropriate during this time of
day.

Evening weddings are a totally different story! Break
out the cocktail dresses and heels. Black is perfect and

Congratulations on Your Engagement!

We Look Forward to Meeting You
at This Year’s Bridal Show

Ace Mobile Music
BestOklahomaDJs.com
&
WeddingPhotoBooth
WeddingPhotoBooth.com
405.743.8303

expensive fabrics are a wonderful way to embrace the
formal feel. One big no-no is super low cut or too short!
It is the bride’s day, so keep your goodies hidden this
time. Do not wear a dress that would be acceptable at
church (this means anything floral). Men should wear a
dark suit and can add bright colors as desired.

Rule Two: Dress in line with the formality of the
wedding.

This one is easy. No jeans, sandals, or hats at a
ballroom reception. No full-length formals at a back-
yard reception. Remember that summer weddings will
be warm and winter weddings will be cold. You want to
have fun and not be worried about keeping your body
temperature normal!

Rule Three: NEVER WEAR WHITE! Period.

the DJ Connection
\‘Where Everyday Is A Quast-Hollday

(972) 408-6580 - Dallas
(405) 201-5380 - OKC

*“One of America s Hottest 150 Bands / DJs "- Modern By lde
*“Young Entrepreneur of the Year” - U.S. SBA
**Wedding Vendor of the Year - American Wedding Association_

3 B
> “Regionally Dominant...Locally Humble” l
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BASICTIPS...

There are many things that will need to be booked, and
some basic information will get you well on your way to a

great wedding...

* Have an idea of what you want

* Know your budget

* Eliminate wasted time - Get organized and focused

* The internet is a great place to start

* Make a guest list so you will know what size facility
to use — and will it be an indoor or outdoor event?

* Decide on music, catering, flowers, and hotel rooms
for out-of-town guests

* Choose the color scheme for the bridesmaids

These are simply some basic questions that will help
get you started before attending the bridal showcase. And
if you don’t know, no problem. Simple come by Saturday,
January 31, at the Payne County Expo Center and let the
myriad of vendors help you get your wedding planning
underway.

BEST!VALUE PACKAGE
51/2 Hour Professional Service
220- 5x7's w/ Album
2-8x10
1 - Parent Album of 100 5x7's
Negatives,/Photo (D
$1200 Value for

ONLY;S850

Engagement Sessions
~ with Photos - $75

Packages from
$395 - $895

Let Us Help You Look & Feel As Beam the

Qutside As You Are on the Inside .~ & ¢
skin care / make-Up / seff-tanners - -_f_f
and weight management N
oure. safe. beneficial. b A\
[: PURE SWISS SKIN CARE TheresaBosma(405)377-2154
Independent Consultant |
A R B O NN E Rachel Kilschavrizky (405) 762-6544-
Independent Consultant

Woing bt Duddimans,

Event Planning & Dedgn

For all of your wedding and event planning needs.

Angie Boswell
918-851-2553

angie@anythingbutordinaryevents.com
www.anythingbutordinaryevents.com
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what really

counts.

because starting your
own family,

is kind of like starting
all over again.

now you get it.

CHECKING SAVINGS LOANS

STILLWATER BRANCH: 5101 W. 6th
(405) 707-7440

Federally insured by NCUA.

TFCU provides general information and sound advice
to newly weds about smart money merging services.

Contact a TFCU representative
about options today!

7FCU

Tinker Federal Credit Union

www.TinkerFCU.org



