Let it be noted that Hosea was
speaking of God’s people, the
descendants of Abraham, through
whom Jesus would later be born.
These people were very religious
during this time. They were not
atheists! The problem was that
their religious practices were
wrong! They had made many
innovations and changes to the

worship as commanded by Moses.

So likewise are most people in
this country very religious. The
question is, are they worshipping
God according to the pattern
revealed in the gospel of Christ?

Zeal without knowledge establish-
es man’s own righteousness, while
not submitting to God’s righteous-
ness (Rom. 10:1-4). 'We must not
forget the lesson from King Saul
in 1 Sam. 15:22-23, “Hath the
LORD as great delight in burnt
offerings and sacrifices, as in
obeying the voice of the LORD?
Behold, to obey is better than sac-
rifice, and to hearken than the fat
of rams. For rebellion is as the
sin of witchcraft, and stubborn-
ness is as iniquity and idolatry.”
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