
Chad’s Hope Teen Challenge

Also, for every individual life 
transformed at Chad’s Hope, the 
lives of countless family members 
and friends are positively affected 
as well.  Children have their 
fathers back.  Mothers have their 
sons back.  Marriages are saved 

and restored.  God bless all who 
seek help for their addiction, and 
all those who strive to help them.

If you would like to help this 
recovery ministry, you can do so in 
several ways:

• Make a one-time or monthly 

tax deductible donation to the cen-
ter

• Volunteer your time and your 
talents to the program

• Spread the word of hope
• Pray for the continued minis-

try of Chad’s Hope Teen Challenge

For more in depth information 
regarding Chad’s Hope and other 
Teen Challenge facilities, please 
visit the website  www.teenchal-
lengeky.com

In 2002 a small group of concerned Christians 
began meeting on Saturday morning to pray about 
the drug problems in their county.  After discussing 
solutions they decided to seek help from their county 
leaders.  They  attended a town hall meeting  where 
they were able to speak to local judges, lawyers and 
political leaders.  Everyone at the meeting agreed 
that the drug problems in Clay County was destroying 
the community and the lives of families that live 
there.  At this time they estimated 1 death a month 
from drug related issues.  That night the plans were 
given out to form a committee representing 
Christians and citizens who wanted to fight against 
drugs. These two groups eventually became known 
as Christians for a Drug Free Clay County.

An article about Eastern Kentucky drug prob-
lems was published in the Lexington Herald and was 

read by Congressman Hal Rogers.  The article stated 
Eastern KY was the pain killer capital of the world.  
In disbelief Rogers began his own investigation and 
found it to be true.  This information prompted 
Rogers and Karen Engle to form a task force which is 
known as Operation UNITE, Unlawful Narcotic 
Investigation, Treatment and Education.  The task 
force was designed to target street level drug dealers 
by involving the community.  The plan was for people 
to report any drug activity to authorities.   

On May 2, 2004 the two teams had a drug 
march.  Despite death threats and cold rainy weather, 
nearly 3500 people marched for a drug-free communi-
ty.  The march ended at the Rawlings and Stinson 
Park in Manchester about the time the storm ended.  
As Congressman Rogers and LT Governor Steve 
Pense were speaking a dark cloud hovered above 

them.  Pense began to speak to the drug dealers and 
let them know that a dark cloud was hovering over 
their business and that Clay County would not toler-
ate their drug dealing any longer.  

Christians for a Drug Free Clay County and 
Rogers knew everyone involved in drugs couldn’t be 
incarcerated.  They knew they needed a treatment 
facility for those who had drug addictions.  Christians 
for a Drug Free Clay County began seeking help on a 
drug treatment facility in Clay County.  Many 
attempts were made to partner with others or to get 
funding for a faith based facility.  A board, Visions of 
Eastern KY, was formed to  seek out financial support 
for a facility.  

Through the prayers and persistent help of politi-
cal leaders, Christians for a Drug-Free Clay County 
was able to get grants for a facility.  The construc-

tion would begin on land donated by Charley and 
Virginia McWhorter.  This land would have been inher-
ited by their son, Chad McWhorter, who died of a 
drug overdose in July 2004.  Chad’s Dream was to 
build a house on this land where Charley had grown 
up.  After Visions of Eastern KY heard about his 
dream, they agreed to name it Chad’s Hope.  

Chad’s Hope Center opened in February 2008 
and admitted its first student in March.  Chad’s Hope 
Recovery Center can hold 52 residential students.  In 
October 2008 Visions of Eastern Kentucky partnered 
with Teen Challenge USA.  The 12 month program 
offers Christ-centered recovery and discipleship to all 
the students.  Chad’s Hope Teen Challenge is com-
mitted to meet each students spiritual, physical and 
emotional needs through Jesus Christ the Lord.
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