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 Jimmy Dike
 For

 County
 Commissioner

 Precinct 3
 • 15 Years Budgeting and Managing Taxpayer dollars to
    develop Pleasure Island
 • 25 Years Experience working with Federal, State and
    Regulatory Agencies
 • 25 Years History working with development and   
    economic projects
 • 25 Year Community Leader & Volunteer
       Board and Commissions
 • Jefferson County Crime Stoppers
 • Hughen Center Board of Directors
 • Cheniere LNG Advisory Panel
 • Texas General Land Office Coastal Council
 • Port Arthur Main Street Board Member
 • One of 3 original creators of Mardi Gras of Southeast Texas

 Endorsed by the Port Arthur Police Association
 PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISING BY JIMMY DIKE

 We are now hiring!! We are now hiring!!
 “We are seeking bilingual applicants

 to better serve our community”
 Please come by and pick up your application at:

 8455 Memorial Blvd., Suite 300
 Port Arthur, TX 77640

 (409) 722-1902
 www.ods02178@officedepot.com

 721-2424 721-2424

 NEED EXTRA CASH? NEED EXTRA CASH?
 call the

 Port Arthur News’ Port Arthur News’
 Circulation Department and ask about a 

 newspaper route

 VOTE FOR

 M ICHAEL  S HANE  S INEGAL M ICHAEL  S HANE  S INEGAL M ICHAEL  S HANE  S INEGAL

 JEFFERSON COUNTY

 County Commissioner Precinct 3 County Commissioner Precinct 3

 E XPERIENCE   ★  I NTEGRITY   ★  A CCOUNTABILITY E XPERIENCE   ★  I NTEGRITY   ★  A CCOUNTABILITY

 EARLY VOTING DATES:
 February 19 thru 29, 2008

 ELECTION DAY:
 March 4, 2008

 Pol. ad paid for by the committee to elect Michael Shane Sinegal

 Campaign Address:  P. O. Box 954
 Port Arthur, TX 77641

By Eddie Cervantez and Fernando
Rosendo Ramirez
Hispanic Triangle News

The Quinceanera has been
the traditional celebration of a
girl when she reaches the age
of 15. It symbolizes the day
she leaves behind her dolls
and becomes a young woman.

The tradition originated
with the Aztecs in Mexico
and was originally only for
boys.

The Quinceanera is now a
mainstream celebration in the
United States and Mexico.
The church ceremony is an
optional part of the celebra-
tion. At the church ceremony,
the girl is blessed by the priest

and receives the sacraments.
Both the girl and her and par-
ents must be involved in the
church. The religious ceremo-
ny introduces the young girl to
the community and offers
thanksgiving for her life and
transition to adulthood

Traditionally before her
Quinceanera, the girl cannot
cut her hair, wear make-up,
paint her nails, wear high
heels or go out on dates.
These traditions are lost once
they emigrate outside of
Mexico.

The Quinceanera event
resembles a wedding with
much of the same fanfare, a
pretty dress, church ceremony,

group of attendants, and a
reception afterwards. Her
court of honor consists of 14
girls and 12 boys. The girls all
wear identical gowns and the
boys wear tuxedos. 

At the party, the
Quinceanera and her court
show off their dance skills.
Much practice goes into the
preparation of the different
dance routines. The final
dance during the presentation
is the father-daughter waltz.
The father presents his
daughter with her first pair of
high heels. After placing them
on her feet, they dance their
waltz. Her first dance as a
young woman and not daddy’s

little girl.
Some people say that the

Quinceanera has out-lived its
traditional meaning and is
now just a waste of money.
They argue the money can be
for college tuition. Others feel
that many young girls see this
as an ok by the parents to find
a boyfriend and start a family
of their own adding to the rise
in teenage pregnancy among
Hispanics.

Whatever your thoughts
about the Quinceanera, it is a
beautiful tradition that brings
family and friends together to
celebrate the transition from a
child to a women.

Quinceanera: A Hispanic tradition

Fernando Ramirez/Hispanic Triangle News

Aarica Nicole Zapata in the tradi-
tional Quinceanera gown.
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