
The Mercado Days groups
this year include La Banda
Blanca who made their debut
at the New Orleans Jazz Fest
2000 including the House of
Blues. La Pura Sabrosura De
Olivares, originally from
Mexico but now out of
Houston, have been a group
since the 1970s. 

Mariachi Sol De America was
formed in 1981 and became one
of the main traditional
Mexican acts in the U.S. per-

forming mariachi and later
combining contemporary
rhythms. Cumbia Pa Saborear
La Sonora Kinamita was origi-
nally founded in Columbia in
1959. The group combines male
and female vocalists, trum-
peters and trombonists, per-
cussionists on timbales and
cowbell, and occasionally other
instruments like accordion or
keyboard.

Los Tres Reyes began 35 years
ago and were essential in the

development of the Golden Age
of Spanish romance music
throughout the 1950s and
1960s. 

The event is sponsored by
the Southeast Texas Hispanic
Cultural and Educational
Center. It will run from Friday,
April 18 to Saturday, April 19.
“We have a great group of peo-
ple,” Vrooman said.

In addition to the bands,
Vrooman said there will be the
Mexican Heritage Folkloric

Dancers, a pinata party, a

queens pageant, arts and crafts,

food, carnival rides, a car show

and a golf tournament with

over 20 teams competing.  

“We’ll have papier mache

puppets this year. We’ll have a

specific booth recognizing our

veterans and we’ll ask people

with family serving or have

served in the military to bring

their picture. We’ll have a salsa

contest, too,” she said.

Festival promises
to be ‘caliente’

BByy  DDaavviidd  BBaallll

TThhee  MMeerrccaaddoo  DDaayyss  FFeessttiivvaall  iiss  nnooww  iinn
iittss  ffiifftthh  yyeeaarr  aanndd  CChhaaiirrppeerrssoonn  SSaabbrriinnaa
VVrroooommaann  ssaaiidd  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  lleeaarrnniinngg
aanndd  bbuuiillddiinngg  uuppoonn  pprriioorr  ffeessttiivvaallss..  SShhee
bbeelliieevveess  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr’’ss  ffeessttiivvaall  ccoouulldd  bbee  aa
rreeaallllyy  ggoooodd  oonnee..

““IITT’’SS RREEAALLLLYY GGRROOWWIINNGG..  PPEEOOPPLLEE AARREE EEXXCCIITTEEDD AANNDD BBEEEENN AASSKKIINNGG WWHHEENN

IITT’’SS GGOOIINNGG TTOO HHAAPPPPEENN..  IITT’’SS GGOOOODD FFOORR PPOORRTT AARRTTHHUURR,,””  VVRROOOOMMAANN SSAAIIDD..  
SSHHEE AADDDDEEDD SSOOMMEE OOFF TTHHEE MMUUSSIICCAALL GGRROOUUPPSS LLIINNEEDD UUPP TTHHIISS YYEEAARR AARREE

VVEERRYY PPOOPPUULLAARR..  ““II  RREECCEEIIVVEEDD CCAALLLLSS AALLLL TTHHEE WWAAYY FFRROOMM GGAALLVVEESSTTOONN..
LLAASSTT YYEEAARR,,  WWEE HHAADD VVIISSIITTOORRSS FFRROOMM HHOOUUSSTTOONN,,  LLOOUUIISSIIAANNAA AANNDD

OOKKLLAAHHOOMMAA FFOORR TTHHEE EENNTTEERRTTAAIINNMMEENNTT..  FFOORR JJUUSSTT $$1100  YYOOUU CCAANN LLIISSTTEENN

TTOO AALLLL TTHHEE GGRROOUUPPSS..””
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