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1) Get your tickets for
Saturday's Meridian Sym-
phony Orchestra Pepper-
mint POPS concert at the
MSU Riley Center. The
show begins at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, following the
Christmas parade. To pur-
chase tickets, contact the
Riley Center box office at
(601) 696-2200. 

2) Highland Baptist
Church will hold its annual
Singing Christmas Tree at
the church beginning at 7
p.m.

3) Enjoy the
Sucarnochee Review at the
Temple Theatre for the
Performing Ar ts at 7 p.m.

Today  
High: 49¡

Tonight 
Low: 30¡
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Matching Up
Battle between Haden,
Jones could be key to
SEC Championship
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Filmmaker spreads message with each step
By Brian Livingston
blivingston@themeridianstar.com

While sitting with his blister ed feet
buried in the cool sand of Myrtle
Beach, S.C., Matthew Perdie was
approached by a woman curious as to
what the 24-year old New York native
was doing.

She was much
like many of the
people Perdie is
meeting on a
cross-country
trek appropriately
dubbed, "Perdie
Across America."
They are people
who live in small
towns and whose
pace in life is
much like his own
Ñ one step at a
time. These are
the sorts of
people Perdie is
looking to meet to both share his views
of our country, specifically the dangers
of massive government spending, and
to learn what really makes this country
tick. Who are we and where are we
going seem to be just two of many
questions Perdie is trying to answer. At
the same time he is video taping his
travels so that others can follow along.
It is all very spontaneous and unre-
hearsed. 

BRIAN LIVINGSTON / THE MERIDIAN STAR

Matthew Perdie, an independent filmmaker who is walking across
America, both to bring awareness to government overspending
and to connect with normal Americans, takes some video shots
of himself before attending a gathering at Crescent City Grill in
Meridian on Thursday.

WHERE’S
PERDIE?
To follow

Matthew
Perdie as he
treks across
America, go to
Perdie.com
and click on
the videos or
take part in a 
conversation.

PHOTOS BY PAULA MERRITT / THE MERIDIAN STAR

Above, clockwise from left, Abigail Pean, 5, Faith Allen, 6, Michael Allen, 4, Alyssa Tackett, 4,
Keeleigh Allen, 19-months, and Madysen Allen, 2, get settled on the Allen Brothers Construction
float in Marion before the start of the town's annual parade. Below, Jamie Randall and Macayla 
Casselman share a laugh aboard the Lauderdale United Methodist Church float before the parade
starts.

A Marion Christmas

See PERDIEon page A2

Local man
turns self in

By Brian Livingston
blivingston@themeridianstar.com

A Meridian man Lauderdale
County Sheriff's Department
investigators have been seeking as
a person of
interest in
an alleged
robbery
that is said
to have
occurred
Nov. 20 on
Fish Lodge
Road
tur ned him-
self in to
county
authorities
Wednesday
night, according to LCSD Chief
Deputy Ward Calhoun.

Tellis Maurice Lanier, 28, has
been charged so far with probation
violation in connection with an
unrelated incident. He is being
held in the Lauderdale County Jail
and is being interviewed con-
cerning his possible connection to
the robbery.

Lanier charged
with probation
violation

4

Lanier

See LANIERon page A3

By Jennifer Jacob Brown
jbrown@themeridianstar.com

Cold weather and possibly even
snow are forecast for Saturday,
which may help people get into the
Christmas spirit, but could dampen
the desire to be outdoors. 

To help keep vendors and
patrons alike warm and dry, the
Mer r y Meridian Market will be
changing locations this year. Nor-
mally, the event takes place at
Dumont Plaza, but this year event
organizers are moving the market
indoors to the Gathering Place on
Front Street. 

Merry Meridian
Market moves to
Gathering Place 

Garbage vote
not til after
Christmas
By Jennifer Jacob Brown
jbrown@themeridianstar.com

If Lauderdale County decides to
switch to curbside garbage pick-
up, it won't be until after
Christmas, Board of Supervisors
President Hank Florey said
Wednesday. 

"We don't want to make a
change with all the extra garbage
of wrapping paper and bows
during Christmas," Florey said.
"There won't be any changes until
next year, if we decide to go with
door-to-door pick-up." 

County Engineer Neal Carson
said the county is currently
reviewing the lowest bids for
door-to-door pick-up, making sure
that they understand exactly what
each bidder is offering for the
money. 

See MERRY MERIDIANon page A2

See GARBAGEon page A2

WINNERS OF THE
2009 MARION

CHRISTMAS PARADE

1st place: 
Simmons Wrecker2nd place: 
Lauderdale United
Methodist Church3rd place:
Henderson Steel


