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The Red Cross Girl

By Richard Harding Davis

This heartwarming 13-chapter serial involves a reporter and a mysterious young nurse, or so he thinks. The story takes some interesting twists ending in the reporter’s nuptials with the mystery girl.

Part 1

Vocabulary

· convalescents

· sulk

· trowel

· pinafores

· sardonic

· sycophants

· pinkertons

Activities/Questions

1. Sam says that women “ought to be caged in elevators.” Use a graphic organizer to compare/contrast the rights of women during that time period during the present or use a timeline to explore the progression of women’s rights. 

2. Discuss the foreshadowing of the above statement and the end of this part. Make predictions about this woman and her purpose in the story. 

Part 2

Vocabulary

· impudently

· indiscreet

· impertinent

· extenuation

· banal

· coquetry

Activities/Questions

1. Predict whether or not Sam will keep his promise. Explain your reasoning for that prediction.

Part 3

Vocabulary

· annihilate

· pinions

· indignant

Activities/Questions

1. Use a graphic organizer to compare the characters of Sam and Sister Anne. What qualities do they share and what characteristics are unique to each character?

2. What is Sam planning by the end of this part?

Part 4

Vocabulary

· vehemence

· presumptuous

· idoform

Activities/Questions

1. Locate Connecticut (from Part 3) and Harlem on a map. Discuss the area and what it might look like in the fall.

2. Where do you think Sister Anne may have lived?

Part 5

Vocabulary

· conferring

· conspicuous

Activities/Questions

1. Discuss the possible current cost of their outing. If it cost half of Sam’s salary, what would be his salary?

2. What are Sam’s feelings for Sister Anne? Describe how you know his feelings.

Part 6

Vocabulary

· envious

· scornfully 

Activities/Questions

1. Make character webs or a chart to keep track of all the characters. Add the characters introduced in this part. 

2. Make a prediction regarding why Anita is crying.

Part 7

Vocabulary

· ejaculations

· beatific

· flimsy 

· cynically

Activities/Questions

1. Explore different types of writing, both in a newspaper (editorial, news story, sports, etc.) and various genres (adventure, poetry, fiction, non-fiction, etc.).

2. Discuss various positions working for a newspaper (editors, reporters, graphic designers, etc.) 

Part 8

Vocabulary

· illegitimate

· endeared

· excursions

· tumultuous

· indignation

· impertinence

Activities/Questions

1. Why did Anita Flagg choose to not let people know who she was?

2. What does Sam Ward mean when he says in the article, “‘When Sister Anne walked between them those who suffered raised their eyes to hers as flowers lift their faces to the rain.’”?

Part 9

Vocabulary

· implored

· domestics

· incredulously

Activities/Questions

1. Explore the history of newspapers. Look for morning versus afternoon papers. What would be the benefits and disadvantages to having a morning paper? An afternoon paper?

2. What is a ‘moving-picture show’? Research this historical form of entertainment.

3. Explore the meaning of phrases, sayings, and idioms at a web site such as http://www.phrases.org.uk/meanings/index.html. 

4. Why, at the end of this part, does Sam think it was not Sister Anne on the phone, but a “woman he had never met”?

Part 10

Vocabulary

· scurvy

· ingenuously

Activities/Questions

1. What would you do if you were in Sam’s position? What about from Anita’s perspective? With whom do you agree most and why?

Part 11

Vocabulary

· provocation

· caprices

· sacrilege

Activities/Questions

1. Locate England on a map. Find London. Explore the government of England and the “nobility” Sam mentions. Compare/contrast the government in other countries to the government in the United States.

2. How does Sam feel about Anita? What clues from the story tell you this? How do his feelings for her change?

3. Explore the attire popular during that time period. How have things changed? Are there any similarities?

4. Sam describes exactly what Anita looks like when he sees her. Use adjectives and creative language to describe another person’s appearance. 

Part 12

Vocabulary

· unobtrusively

· abominably

· interminable 

· volubly

Activities/Questions

1. Explain Sam’s and Anita’s feelings. Who is justified? How should each of them be feeling? How could/should this conflict be resolved? Share with whom you agree.

2. What happens at the end of this part and why do you think it happens?

Part 13

Vocabulary

· mockery

· remorsefully

· contentedly 

Activities/Questions

1. Was Sam acting like himself or was he pretending to be someone else?

2. Predict what will happen next. Write the next part to the story.

3. Explore the words used in this story. Which are from other parts of the world or no longer used today. What do they mean? Make a chart of the word, what you think it means (using the context clues), and the dictionary definition. Research the origins of the word or where it was used. Try using the words in a sentence as they would have been used during that time period.

4. Compare this story to another story you have read or to a similar television show or movie. What is similar? What are some differences?

