
“We just haven’t looked very
good offensively,” he said. “I’m
a little surprised. It’s not that
the effort is not there, it’s just
the things that hurt us against
Cass and the things we told
them we needed to focus on
were some on the mental is-
sues we’ve had, and we haven’t
improved in those areas. That
is a pretty big concern of mine.”

Western crushed Northwest-
ern 55-0 last season.

Muncie C. (1-2, 1-0 NCC) 
at Kokomo (2-1, 1-0)

Coach Brett Colby is expect-
ing wet weather tonight when
his Kats try to run their North
Central Conference winning
streak to 10.

“It sounds like it could be an
ugly game weather-wise, so
field position will be huge,”
Colby said. “You need to play
physical  and not have
turnovers. In games when
weather is bad, you want to get
out on top before the weather
deteriorates.”

Muncie Central figures to
provide Kokomo a rigid test.
While of f ic ial ly 1-2 ,  the
Bearcats should be 2-1. They
opened with a 34-7 win over
Indianapolis Northwest, but
had to forfeit because it was
learned that a long-snapper
didn’t have the necessary num-
ber of practices. They beat Mar-
ion last week, 15-12

The teams have strong simi-
larities. Both like to run the ball
and both defend their goal
lines pretty well. Kokomo
ranks No. 1 in the NCC in rush-
ing defense (73 yards per game)
and Central shows up No. 1 in
scoring defense at 17.7.

“[Central] has very athletic
kids,” Colby said. “They are
well-schooled in all phases —
very disciplined. Last year they
stacked the box on us and
made it difficult to run. Hope-
fully we learned some things.”

The Bearcats have a nice run-
ning back in Justin Darden,
who is the league’s No. 3 rusher
at 107 yards per game and a
quarterback who can run or
throw.

“[Darden] is small  and
quick,” Colby said. “They like to
get him the ball out on the
edge where he can go one on
one with defenders. We didn’t
tackle well at all last week —
too much arm tackling —  and
we spent three days working
on it this week. We’ll have to
tackle [Darden] well.”

The Kats feature two of the
top five ground-gainers in the
NCC, Braxton Shelton and
Bruce Johnson. They have com-
bined for 558 yards through
three games. They’ll get ade-
quate help from Dylan Green
and Jairus Johnson, but Casey
Shipley re-injured an ankle last
week and will likely miss
tonight’s game.

Senior l inebacker Curt
Hutchins continues to spear-
head the defense. Through

three games, he has 22 tackles,
including four for loss, an inter-
ception and fumble recovery.

Cass (2-1, 1-0 MIC) 
at H. Heights (1-2, 1-0 MIC)

From 2003-07, the Cass-
Heights winner went on to win
the MIC championship. There
is no guarantee that will hap-
pen again in ’08, but the winner
will clearly establish itself as
the team to beat. Heights leads
the all-time series 5-3.

Heights offers a new look
this season following the
graduation of a talented
senior class and a coaching
change. Also gone is the
pro-style offense. New coach
Curt Trout brought in a sin-
gle-wing attack.

“I don’t see that much of a
drop -o f f  in  them, ”  Cass
coach Scott Mannering said.
“I think defensively, they’re
very good. Maconaquah had
a hard time running plays
against them last week. Of-
fensively, they have a differ-
ent look. We’re having a
hard time simulating that in
practice.”

Manner ing noted the
Huskies keep defenses on their
toes with different offensive se-
ries and formations, and he
added they are still capable of
attacking through the air. The
Huskies’ bag of tricks includes
misdirection plays.

“The thing you don’t want to
do is stand up and watch and
try to guess who has the ball.
We have to play assignment
football against them, and we
have to control the line of
scrimmage. No matter what
style they play, we have to be
able to do that,” Mannering
said.

“This will be a big challenge
for our offense. We have to be
able to maintain drives and just
do our stuff. For us to win, that’s
the key.”

Peru (1-2, 1-0 MIC) at Taylor
(2-1, 0-1 MIC)

Taylor will look to bounce
back from a heart-breaking
loss to Western last week when
it hosts Peru.

Peru owns a 16-3 all-time ad-
vantage against Taylor, but the
Titans have won the last two
meetings between the teams —
20-0 in 2006 and 18-0 in ’07.

The Bengal Tigers are show-
ing an improved offense this
season under first-year coach
Bill Skelton. They are averag-
ing 25 points per game, but al-
lowing 31.7 ppg.

The Titans are averaging
31.7 ppg and allowing 11 ppg.

Maconaquah (0-3, 0-1 MIC)
at Eastern (0-3, 0-1 MIC)

Something has to give
tonight at Cogdell Field. Mac is
stuck in a nine-game losing
streak while Eastern is mired
in a 24-game tailspin.

The Braves’ last win came
when they beat the Comets 20-
13 last season. The Braves took
a 19-18-2 advantage in the all-
time series with the win.

Maconaquah is averaging
just 8.7 ppg and allowing 39.7
ppg. Eastern counters with an
offensive average of 29 ppg and
a defensive average of 49.7 ppg.

Around the area
In the Hoosier Conference,

Class 2A No. 7-ranked Tipton
(3-0, 1-0) hosts Rensselaer Cen-
tral (2-1, 0-0). Tipton has won
the last two meetings between
the teams including 13-0 last
season.

In the Hoosier Heartland
Conference, Tri-Central (0-3, 0-
1) hosts Clinton Prairie (1-2, 0-
0). Fellow HHC schools Clinton
Central (1-2) and Carroll (3-0)
step out of league play. CC
takes on long-time rival and
three-time defending Class A
state champion Sheridan (3-0)
tonight. Carroll hosts Fremont
(0-3) at 7:30 p.m. Saturday.
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POINTS LEADER: NASCAR racer Kyle Busch, shown spinning out during the Sprint Cup race
at Richmond, Va., last Sunday, is atop the points standings as the Chase for the
championship begins this weekend. The Cup circuit hits New Hampshire this Sunday.

■ Sprint Cup
leader eager to
leave New York,
get back to
business.

NEW YORK (AP) — Kyle
Busch has been known to en-
joy New York City and the
ample opportunities it offers
young, rich superstars.

And after a dream regular
season ,  the  k id  who has
seemingly won everything
this year had plenty of reason
to run wild during NASCAR’s
two-day tour through the city
to promote the upcoming
Chase for the championship.

Instead, the celebration
seemed uncharacteristically
subdued for Busch, the Las
Vegas driver who usually has
no trouble finding the latest
hot spots. He did his media
obligations and squeezed in
shopping and sightseeing
with his girlfriend, but bowed
out when the party roared
into the early morning hours.

“I’ve been low-key all sea-
son,” he insisted.

Maybe. But isn’t New York
your kind of town?

“Tell you what,” he said
Thursday morning. “If I come
back here in December cele-
brating a championship, I’ll
tear it up.”

That’s a promise Busch has
10 long weeks to try to fulfill.
He led the Sprint Cup Series
points standings for most of
the season, building a cushy
lead behind eight victories in
NASCAR’s top division. It en-

sured him the top seed in the
Chase, which starts Sunday in
New Hampshire.

All bets are off from here
on out, though, as any one of
12 drivers can
win the cham-
p i o n s h i p
Bu s ch  ha s
been chasing
a l l  s e a s on
long. The title
is up for grabs,
and Busch will
face stiff com-
petition from
two-t ime de-
fending cham-
pion (and former teammate)
Jimmie Johnson, as well as ri-
vals Carl Edwards and Dale
Earnhardt Jr.

Busch isn’t even immune
from his own teammates
beating him: Both Denny
Hamlin and Tony Stewart are
in  the  Chase ,  g iv ing  Joe
Gibbs Racing three chances
to win the title.

So it’s understanding — al-
beit a bit surprising — that
Busch wants to keep things
quiet as he focuses on the
start of the Chase. And who
cou l d  b l ame  h im?  New
Hampshire  In ternat ional
Speedway isn ’ t  exact ly  a
great track for Busch and the
No. 18 team. He was 25th
there in July, then took the
same car to California and
struggled there, too.

“We’re not taking the same
car back this weekend,” he
sa id .  “The c ar  we ran a t
Loudon ran so bad, and we
took to California and ran
terr ible there. So that ’s a
showcar  now.  We ’ l l  t ake

something new there and
hopefully we can run decent.”

The title can be lost by a
single bad race, and Busch
said his goal for Sunday is to
simply get the best finish
possible. But he also knows
an average finish won’t get it
done.

“We’re going to have to get
a top 10,” he said. “If it’s a top
five, its an excellent day. Any-
thing worse than that, and
we’re probably already going
to be behind and have to play
catch up.”

And that’s not something
Busch has had to do this sea-
son. He’s been out front all
year, and ticked off wins at a
rapid pace that frightened the
competition. But he’s consid-
ered to be in a bit of a slump
right now — Busch followed
an August win at Watkins
Glen with consecutive sec-
ond-place finishes, but he’s
“only” finished seventh and
15th in the last two events.

So he’s ready to get his mo-
mentum back, and would
have preferred not taking a
midweek trip to New York
before the Chase opener.

“Instead of having to take
this week and come up here
and talk about it, I would
have preferred just going on
to New Hampshire and get-
ting this thing started,” he
said. “It feels like it’s just a lit-
tle different routine, feels a
little bit different ... like you
went on a mini vacation and
now it’s like you have to go
back to work.”

No celebrating yet for Busch

Decisions await for Saturday, Clark
■ Center making
rapid progress;
tight end may miss
Sunday’s game.

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Indi-
anapolis Colts center Jeff Sat-
urday practiced for a second
straight day on Thursday, but
he’s no closer to knowing
whether he will be in the
s t a r t i n g  l i n eup  Sunday
against Minnesota.

Saturday has made rapid
progress as he continues to
rehab his right knee, which
he hurt in a preseason game
with the Buffalo Bills on Aug.
24. The three-time Pro Bowl
selection tore a medial collat-
eral ligament in the knee, but
opted to let the tear heal on
its own instead of having sur-
gery. Saturday said he’s not
sure whether he will play this
weekend.

“I’m not making a decision
one way or another until we
get later in the
week,” he said.

T i gh t  end
Dallas Clark
did not prac-
t ice Wednes-
day or Thurs-
day, and coach
Tony  Dungy
sa id  he  may
s i t  ou t  t h e
game against
the Vikings.

“We’ll see,”
Dungy said.

C l a rk  i n -
jured his right
knee in Sun-
day ’s  g ame
when a Chica-
g o  p l a y e r
landed on his
leg.

Joining Clark
on the  s ide -
lines for Thurs-

day’s workout were corner-
backs Kelvin Hayden (ham-
string) and Tim Jennings (rest-
ing), wide receiver Roy Hall
(knee), defensive tackle Daniel
Muir (knee), rookie offensive
guard Mike Pollak (knee), safe-
ty Bob Sanders (resting) and
rookie tight end Jacob Tamme
(ankle).

As  expec t ed ,  the  Co l t s
waived defensive tackle Ed
Johnson on Thursday after
his arrest early Wednesday
morning on charges of speed-
ing and possession of mari-
juana .  Ind ianapo l i s  a l so
waived former Indiana Uni-
versity wide receiver Court-
ney Roby.

Additions to the roster in-
cluded former Philadelphia Ea-
gles defensive tackle LaJuan
Ramsey, ex-Seattle Seahawks
running back Justin Forsett
and  fo rmer  Jacksonv i l l e
Jaguar s  t i gh t  end  I s sac
Smolko.

Kyle Busch
Has struggled 
in New Hampshire
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COLLISION! Kokomo’s Austin Colby, left, shown trying to
bring down Anderson quarterback Nolan Earley in last
Friday’s North Central Conference game, and the rest of
the Wildkats host Muncie Central today.

Moore and Zeck take ad-
vantage of the play up front
to run free and make plays.
Moore ,  an Al l -Area l ine -
backer  in ’07,  share s  the
team lead in tackles. O’Brien
note s  Moore “h i t s  l ike a
train.”

“ I  th ink the  th ing that
makes us go is our two in-
side guys are quick and they
react well,” Mannering said.
“They run a  lo t  o f  p lays
down that linebackers we’ve
had in the past could never
get to. They can make up for
a lot of our mistakes.”

The King s ’  f ront  s ix  i s
stocked with seniors. The

r e s t  o f  t h e i r  d e f e n s e  i s
younge r ,  b u t  i s  mak i ng
strides. Juniors Brody Edger-
ly and Andrew Troutman are
the outside linebackers, sen-
ior Keith Lee and Derrick
Worden are the cornerbacks
and junior Damon Foreman
is the safety. Edgerly and
Foreman started in ’07, al-
though Foreman is in his
first season at safety.

Mannering had concerns
about his new cornerbacks
in the preseason, but Worden
and Lee have settled into
their roles nicely. Worden
has picked off three passes
and Lee has been steady.

“Keith Lee is a neat story
because our program is built
on guys like him. He gets to
be a senior and all of a sud-
den he is a two-way guy and

almost inexpendable,” Man-
nering noted. “Derrick Wor-
den is the same way — he re-
minds me a lot of guys like
Clay [Mannering] and Gar-
rett Segraves just because he
practices so hard. He has
made himself a pretty good
player.”

Scott Mannering approach-
es every season with a plan
to build with the best play-
ers on the team. It’s created a
sense of pride among players
that has been a constant dur-
ing a stretch of five straight
10-win seasons and is preva-
lent again this season.

“I absolutely love it,” Tolle
said of playing defense at
Cass. “Just getting the chance
to play defense at Cass is a
dream come true.”
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Jeff Saturday
Colts center has a
tear in his MCL

Dallas Clark
Hurt his knee in
loss to Chicago

Feng, Rawson top LPGA Tour leaderboard
MOBILE, Ala. (AP) — China’s

Shanshan Feng shot a 5-under
67, playing a four-hole stretch in
5 under, for a share of the first-
round lead Thursday with fel-
low LPGA Tour rookie Anna
Rawson in the Bell Micro
LPGA Classic.

Feng opened with f ive

straight pars, then birdied the
par-4 15th, hit a 3-wood to 15
feet set up an eagle on the par-
5 16th and closed her first nine
with birdies on the par-3 17th
and par-4 18th. She had two
birdies and two bogeys on the
final nine holes.

Fourth in the Jamie Farr

Owens Corning Classic in
July, Feng has missed the
cut in 11 of her 19 tour
starts this season.

Rawson, a former Southern
California star from Australia
who got into the field last week
when Natalie Gulbis withdrew,
had six birdies and a bogey.


