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Rathbun
Lake Area
Turkey Hunting
Hunting in southern Iowa provides sportsman with some of the
best hunting in the United States with plentiful game to pursue.
Iowa is known for excellent turkey hunting opportunities

with some
of the largest turkey harvested in North America

(http://www.nwtf.org/all_about_turkeys/turkey_records.php).
The Rathbun Lake area in southern Iowa is ideal turkey habitat
with a mix of agriculture and forested habitats, producing the
highest densities of wild turkeys in the Nation. Since the turkey
reintroduction program in 1965, wild turkeys numbers have
grown to 200,000 throughout the state. Nearly 55,000 wild
turkey hunters take to the woods each spring in Iowa, harvesting
nearly 20,000 wild turkeys each spring. With a success rate of
67% in some southern Iowa counties, one can begin to under-
stand why Iowa is a turkey hunter’s paradise (the national aver-
age typically 30-40%, Iowa’s 5-year average is over 50% as
determined by mail surveys). Fall hunting opportunity for wild
turkeys is also plentiful. Each fall, over 10,000 wild turkey
hunters take to the woods, harvesting over 3,000 turkeys.

With nearly 16,000 acres of public hunting land surrounding

Rathbun Lake (http://www.nwk.usace.army.mil/ra/), finding a
hunting spot is not difficult in Appanoose county. In addition to
hunting areas directly around the lake, there are several excellent
IA DNR public hunting lands nearby
(www.iowadnr.com/wildlife/wmamaps/pubh1ab.html). Sedan
bottoms (4,418 acres, Tyrone woods (1,020 acres), and
Stephens State forest (Unionville unit, 2,657 acres) all provide
excellent wild turkey hunting in the fall and spring. In addition,
several private landowners in southern Iowa allow folks to turkey
hunt on their property.

Iowa’s spring turkey hunting is divided into 5 seasons. In 2008,
a youth only (up to 15 years old) season is April 11 - 13, season
1 is April 14-17, season 2 is April 18 - 22, season 3 is April 23
– 29, and season 4 is April 30 - May 18. In addition, an
archery only season is April 14 - May 18. The fall turkey season
runs nearly the entire month October and all of November (the
longest fall turkey season in the Nation). Detailed information on
hunting regulations can be found at:
www.iowadnr.com/wildlife/files/iahuntfish_regs.html or by call-
ing the DNR at 515-281-5918.

Take advantage of this opportunity this spring, get out in the
woods, and enjoy the wildlife sights and sounds that will surround
you in the early morning light. For tips on turkey hunting tech-
niques, check out the National Wild Turkey Federation website
at: www.nwtf.org.

Todd Gosselink is a forest wildlife biologist for the IA DNR and the turkey
program leader for Iowa located in Chariton, IA.


