
enterville High School
senior Wallace Carter
could go down as ar-
guably the greatest athlete
to ever walk the hallowed

halls of CHS.
Carter, a four-sport star, has enjoyed

tremendous success in every sport he
has competed in. He is an all-state
baseball player, all-state football
player, a placewinner at the state
wrestling tournament and has also won
a state championship in the discus and
competed in the shot put at the state
track meet.

Centerville athletic director/head
football coach Jim Knott sums up Carter
(6’1", 220 pounds) with one word.

"Physical. When he hits you, you go
backwards. The most physical player
at CHS in the last 10 years and the
best defensive player in 3A district 6 in
2007," commented Knott.

Carter’s most recent athletic honor
was being named a second team all-
state linebacker in football. Carter’s de-
fensive skills are being sought by
several large colleges, including the
University of Iowa.

"He has brought a physical presence
to our teams over the last couple of
years. He was the cornerstone of our
number-one rated defense in 2007,"
stated Knott. "The real impressive thing
about Wallace is that he is not just an

all-state football player. He is also an
all-state baseball player, a state champ
in the discus, and a state placewinner
in wrestling. I would say you would be
hard-pressed to find a better all-around
athlete in Centerville High School his-
tory," added Knott.

Carter is humble despite all
the praise and attention he
has received regarding his
athletic ability.

"I don’t know about that.
I’m flattered that he (Knott)
said that but we have a lot of
great kids coming up. All they
have to do is get in the
weight room and commit
themselves," said Carter.

Not only was Carter one of the most
feared defensive players in the state,
he also had a record-breaking career
as a running back on the offensive side
of the football.

Carter joined the ranks of some of
the best backs in school history after an
outstanding 2007 season. Carter tied
1989 CHS graduate Chad Koestner’s
record by scoring his 29th career rush-
ing touchdown in the final game of his
high school football career. Carter also
broke Ziggy Kauzlarich’s and Koest-
ner’s school record for rushing touch-
downs in a single season. Carter
scored 15 TDs in 2007 while Kau-
zlarich (1981) and Koestner (1989)
held the previous record with 13
scores.

"When I first set them I really didn’t
know about it. I didn’t keep track of my
touchdowns," commented Carter. "I at
least know that my name is going to be
somewhere in the record books. But
records are made to be broken. Prob-
ably down the line a couple years from
now someone will break my records."

Koestner feels the same way, espe-

cially after seeing Carter break his
record that stood for 18 years.

"Records are meant to be broken,
that’s always been my philosophy,"
said Koestner. "I got a lot of accolades
as an individual but I’ve always said
football is a team sport. I was just lucky
enough to have a good team and
good people around me."

Koestner was in attendance for most
of Centerville’s home football games
this season.

"It was pretty exciting watching him
(Carter) and the team do so well and
almost qualify for the playoffs this year,"
said Koestner. "He’s (Carter) phenome-
nal. You see the kid and I didn’t real-
ize before this year how big and
physical he was. He was running over
people and is an animal on defense. I
played some defense but for a kid like
that to go both ways (offense and de-
fense) and never slow down is unbe-
lievable. He has that drive and
leadership. You can just tell that every-
one is going to follow him."

The 2007 Big Red football team fin-
ished with a 6-3 overall record, just
missing the playoffs. Carter’s most
memorable moment from the season
was a 44-0 victory over seventh-ranked
Chariton in the season opener. The win
marked the first time Centerville had de-
feated Chariton since 1994. Carter
carried the ball five times for 58 yards
and two scores in the contest.

"In the second quarter I had about
four or five guys on me and I ended up
breaking free and scoring a touch-
down," said Carter, regarding his most
memorable moment of 2007 on the
gridiron.

In one
of the
most an-
ticipated
and excit-
i n g
matchups
of the
season ,
C e n t e r -
ville fell
by three

points (31-28) to Keokuk. Keokuk went
on to win the state championship in
dominating fashion.

"It should have been us," said Carter.
Koestner admits that high school

football has changed a little since he
suited up in the scarlet and black of
CHS from 1987-1989.

"You do see a lot more passing.
Back when I played, it was more of a
running game, which is also another
tribute to Wallace," Koestner said.
"We didn’t throw the ball more than 10
times a game, if that. We ran a lot of
option and things like that. Now you
see a lot more passing and the west
coast type of offense. Just like Keokuk,
they threw the ball 50 times a game.
The passing game has become more
prominent in high school sports, so for
him to get the rushing yards and touch-
downs he did is quite the tribute."

The one game that stands out to
Koestner is when the 1989 squad trav-
eled to Oskaloosa and defeated the
heavily-favored Indians, who were
ranked at the time.

"As far as one game that sticks out

in my mind is the Oskaloosa game.
We went up the Oskaloosa and they
were ranked at the time and we beat
them. I don’t remember the score but I
think it was like 26-24. We won on a
last-second field goal by Jayson Camp-
bell. That sticks out in my mind quite a
bit. That was such a big deal for us to
go into Oskaloosa and beat a ranked
team because Centerville hadn’t done
that for awhile before that," said Koest-
ner.

Koestner ran for over 200 yards and
three touchdowns during the contest.

Carter and Koestner not only share
the career rushing touchdown record,
their senior season games against Os-
kaloosa are shockingly similar. While
Koestner and the Big Reds defeated
Osky 26-24 in 1989, Carter and his
CHS teammates traveled to Oskaloosa
and defeated the Indians 28-26 last
fall. Centerville's 2007 victory at Os-
kaloosa was the first time a Big Red
squad had won on the road against
the Indians since 1989 - Koestner's
senior year. Koestner had a big night
carrying the ball for Centerville versus
Osky, as did Carter, who ran for two
touchdowns during the game.

Koestner was a workhorse in the late
80s for the Big Reds, setting a school
record with 444 carries during his
three-year varsity career.

"I was lucky enough that I never had
an injury. I remember cramping up be-
fore a few games but I didn’t ever have
a serious injury. The one time I did get
hurt was during track season. That was
the only major injury I ever had. I made
it through three years of high school
football and four years of college foot-
ball without getting hurt," said Koestner.

Following high school, Koestner
played football for Waldorf College in
Forest City, which at the time was a
two-year college. He then finished his
college football career at Bethany Col-
lege in Lindsborg, Kan.

After setting several rushing records
at CHS, Koestner didn't expect those
records to hold up for very long.

"I didn’t think much about them. I fig-
ured Jayson Campbell would break
some records a few years after me.
Jayson unfortunately broke his ankle
one year and missed almost a full sea-
son. There have been a lot of good
athletes and running backs come
through. I never thought the records
would last this long," Koestner said.

Koestner moved back to the Center-
ville area three years ago to work with
his father, "The Bargain Man" Kris
Koestner at J&K Market on the square.

"He’s grooming me to take over the
business when he finally decides to
step down," said Koestner.

Koestner and wife Courtney have
one son, Quinton, who will be 6 in
March, and one daughter, Alyssa,
who is 3.

Koestner actually had a chance to
talk to the Centerville football team dur-
ing a chili feed in Exline during the
2007 season. Koestner joined Jon
Mathews, Justin Zaputil and Keane
Maddy during the pre-game pep talk.
Koestner had some valuable advice for
the current Big Reds.

"I told them that I don’t remember too
many scores. Unfortunately, we didn’t
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Carter a four-sport
standout at CHS
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Centerville High School offensive lineman Brett
Kanselaar (right) congratulates Wallace Carter
with a tap on the helmet after Carter scored a
touchdown against Mount Pleasant last season.
The touchdown was Carter’s 14th rushing TD of
the season, breaking a CHS record that was
previously held by Chad Koestner and Ziggy
Kauzlarich.
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